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When you read this, I will likely be on vacation--headed back 
to West Virginia to revisit wonderful old haunts from de-
cades ago.  What will have changed?  I wonder.  What will 
still be the same? 
 

In our memories, our old homes and hangouts never 
change.  Or maybe they do, as our memories are rarely 
photographic and our minds are often unreliable on details.  

The house I lived in on 
Jordan Run Road gets 
confused with the house 
I lived in on Fish Hatch-
ery Road.  I can’t be sure 
of the distances to land-
marks around town.  
Yet, I know when I get 
to Petersburg, I’ll be able 

to drive to the Dairy Queen and Seneca Rocks, even if I 
can’t tell you how to get there.  Odd, how our minds work 
with old information. 
 

In many ways, we are the sum of our experiences, but even 
more we are the sum of our memories of our experiences.  
Our view of the past may be idealized or romanticized.  We 
may remember only the highlights, the moments of excite-
ment and pleasure.  Or we may play the opposite game, and 
make the past out to be a horrible place to live, and 
remember only the worst of it. 
 

I’ve found the truth to be more complicated.  The best times 
in our lives had a day or two of boredom or anxiety and the 
worst times had one supportive friend, a nice day at the 
beach or a realization that paved the way to a valuable 
change.  I remember that when I compare notes with some-
one else and find their memories don’t quite jive with my 
own. 
 

We may be unable to change our past, but we can change 
the way we interpret and understand that past.  It can be a 
valuable exercise to revisit and see where we are in relation 
to the person we used to be.  We come to understand our-
selves better when we make that connection.  
 

I’ll do a bit of that, as I camp in Dolly Sods Wilderness and 
drive through familiar--but not quite the same--landscapes 
and towns and I used to know so well.  
 

May you have some quality time before the rush of fall 
begins to reconnect with yourself and understand a little 
better. 
 

In faith and freedom,        Jonalu  

 

 

Talk to Rev Jonalu Johnstone after Sunday services, or 
contact her at 537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net with 
your thoughts, inspirations and concerns.  Check out 
Jonalu's blog at uufm.net/topic/minister-blog/   

 
REV WILLIAM BARBER SPEAKS IN TOPEKA 
 
The Kansas People's Agenda is working with the Poor 
People's Campaign:  A National Call for a Moral Re-
vival, and invites you to a Mass Meeting event on 
Monday, AUGUST 21, from 6 to 10 pm, with Rev Dr 
William J Barber II.  The meeting features leaders 
from Kansas and Missouri along with Reverend Barber 
from Repairers of the Breach, coming together to re-
vive the moral narrative and in opposition to a culture 
of systemic racism, entrenched poverty, militarism, 
environmental devastation, and related issues.  Reviv-
ing the unfinished work and mission of Rev Dr Martin 
Luther King Jr.  Learn more about the movement at 
poorpeoplescampaign.org/. 
 

This is a chance to join forces with others across state 
lines to be agents of change, and share the vision for 
a message to our leaders in Kansas that change is 
due!  MAPJ is chartering a bus to the rally in Topeka 
leaving at 4:30 pm, on August 21.  Learn more from 
John Exdell at 317-7243 or exdelljohn@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REV JONALU JOHNSTONE’S SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday, Aug 1 - 1 to 5 pm  
Thursday, Aug 3 - 1 to 5 pm  
Tuesday, Aug 8 - 1 to 5 pm  
Wednesday, Aug 9 - 10 am to 12 pm, Radina’s Aggieville  
Thursday, Aug 10 - 1 to 5 pm   
Tuesday, Aug 15 - 1 to 5 pm 
Wednesday, Aug 16 - 10 am to 12 pm, Radina’s Aggieville 
Thursday, Aug 17 - 1 to 5 pm  
Tuesday, Aug 22 - 1 to 5 pm  
Thursday, Aug 24 - 1 to 5 pm  
Friday, Aug 25 - 2 to 4 pm, Radina’s Bakehouse  
Tuesday, Aug 29 - 1 to 5 pm 
Wednesday, Aug 30 - 2 to 4 pm, Radina’s Aggieville  
Thursday, Aug 31 - 1 to 5 pm 

During office hours, contact Jonalu at the Fellowship at  
537-2349.  During “out-of-office” hours drop into Radina’s  
to share your thoughts and a cup of coffee.  To arrange 
meetings at other times, please call or email 
revjonalu@uufm.net.  
 

 

VIEW OF SENECA ROCKS, 
MONONGAHELA NATIONAL FOREST, 

WEST VIRGINIA 


