
 
 
 
Why are you a Unitarian Universalist?  (assuming you 
are!)  Maybe you came for religious education for your 
children.  Maybe the social activism drew you in.  Maybe 
you were looking for a community of support after a 
difficult time in your life. 
 

I stumbled onto Unitarian Universalism forty years ago 
when the Southern Baptist theology I grew up with no 
longer worked for me, but I still loved church.  I continue 
to love the idea that people can come together to support 
one another and make a difference in the world.  That’s 
one story, but only one.  Everyone has their own 
particular story.  Together, we are writing a new story 
that includes us all.  
 

“We are co-creating the faith we long for,” says Rev Meg 
Riley, Senior Minister of the Church of the Larger Fellow-
ship, a UU church without walls, primarily on the web 
(https://www.questformeaning.org/clfuu/).  Most relig-
ions say, “Here is our tradition, and here’s how you can 
fit it.”  We say something different.  We invite each per-
son to start from where they are. It’s not that we don’t 
have a tradition--we do.  Our rich history extends back 
hundreds of years. But we are not tied to that tradition in 
a rigid way.  We look more towards the future than 
towards the past. Yes, we are co-creating something. 
 

Specifically, we UU’s here in Manhattan are co-creating 
the UU Fellowship of Manhattan.  Yes, people before us 
established it, bought a building, hired staff and looked 
toward a future.  We are forever grateful to them, and to 
everyone who has shaped UUFM through the last sixty-
one years.  There’s no way they could know who would 
be here now, or what their needs might be.  Much less 
who will be here in another sixty years and what their 
needs might be.  The only way we can make sure that 
needs keep being met is to continue the co-creation.  
UUFM doesn’t look like what it did fifty years ago, and will 
not look the same as it does now in another fifty years.  
If it did, then we would be failing at the continuing co-
creation.  
 

During August, when newcomers tend to arrive in 
Manhattan, we’ll be talking about our UUism and what it 
means.  We’ll have testimonials from some of our mem-
bers, along with sharing our core values through our 
history, religious education, and activism.  If you know 
someone who you think ought to be a Unitarian Univer- 
 

 
 

 
salist, this is a perfect time for them to visit with us 
on a Sunday morning.  Pick up a postcard from the 
Visitors’ Table in the narthex to share with them.  
 

In the meantime, think about why you are a Unitar-
ian Universalist.  I hope that it brings something rich 
to your life.  
 

In faith and freedom,                Jonalu  
 

Talk to Rev Jonalu Johnstone after Sunday services, 
or contact her at 537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net.  
Read Jonalu's blog at uufm.net/topic/minister-blog/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JONALU’S JOURNAL -- REVEREND JONALU JOHNSTONE 

REV JONALU JOHNSTONE’S SCHEDULE 
 

Thursday, August 2 - 1 to 5 pm 
Saturday, August 4 - 10 am to 12 pm, Radina’s Bakehouse 
Tuesday, August 7 - 1 to 5 pm 
Wednesday, August 8 - 10 am to 12 pm, Radina’s Aggieville 
Tuesday, August 14 - 1 to 5 pm 
Wednesday, August 15 - 1 to 3 pm, Radina’s Aggieville 
Thursday, August 16 - 1 to 5 pm 
Tuesday, August 21 - 1 to 5 pm  
Wednesday, August 22 - 12:30 to 2:30 pm, Radina’s on the Hill 
Thursday, August 23 - 1 to 5 pm 
Tuesday, August 28 - 1 to 5 pm 
Wednesday, August 29 - 10 am to 12 pm, Radina’s Aggieville 
Thursday, August 30 - 1 to 5 pm  

During office hours, contact Jonalu at the Fellowship at  
537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net.  During “out-of-office” 
hours drop into Radina’s to share a cup of coffee.   
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE ACT ON 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AT THE 1568 

SESSION OF THE TRANSYLVANIAN DIET, BY 
ALADÁR KÖRÖSFŐI KRIESCH, 1896 


