JONALU’S JOURNAL -- REV JONALU JOHNSTONE
How do we care about one another?

them yourself--or if you’d like to help in any way,
please let me know. And don’t forget to ask for help
yourself if you need it! You will be allowing others to
serve, which is, in itself, a great gift.

As a congregation, it’s one of our central concerns. We
strive to make UUFM a safe haven for ideas, yes, but for
people, too. So we need to
take care of one another.

Help us be the safe haven that we long to be.

Jonalu

On October 22, fourteen of us
gathered to talk about caring in
our congregation and how we
want to do it. Since we lost our
Caring Committee Chair in
December, our care has been
on an ad hoc basis, improvised. We don’t do badly at that.
Our small groups keep us in touch with one another and
regularly, members and friends reach out to one another
with care and concern when they know that someone needs
a boost or when they feel someone has fallen out of touch.

Talk to Rev Jonalu Johnstone after Sunday services, or
contact her at 537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net.
Read Jonalu's blog at uufm.net/topic/minister-blog/

CIRCLE DINNERS ARE COMING AGAIN !!!
Members and friends are invited to sign up for monthly Circle Dinners. Groups of 5 or 6 adults (children are
welcome, too) gather for a good meal in a comfortable setting (home, restaurant, or the Fellowship),
hosted by a different member of the group each
month. These get-togethers allow new members and
friends to get acquainted, and provide a wonderful
way for old friends to connect. Groups will be shuffled every 6 months, so that we can all get to know
each other. Those who don’t want to commit every
month may sign up to substitute when a regular
member can’t attend. If you have questions, suggestions, or ideas, or are ready to join a Circle Dinner
group, please contact Madilena Mendiola at
858 472-8326 or madilenam@gmail.com.

We know, though, that without some organization, we will
miss the opportunity to extend kindness and help to people
who we care about. As the George Odell reading tells us,
we need one another. “All our lives we are in need, and
others are in need of us.” Our caring efforts thicken the
connections within our community and remind us of the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.
So, I encourage everyone to be part of the informal network
of support among us. If you think someone could use a
card to cheer them or a phone call of support, it’s worth
making the effort. Social media makes us feel more connected and at the same time, less connected, so the real
human touch matters.

REV JONALU JOHNSTONE’S SCHEDULE

We do have some organized efforts going on. We have
people who visit members who do not get to services often
because of their health or other concerns. We have people
who will send cards, provide transportation, organize meals,
keep track of medical devices that could be loaned, and we
have farmers who will provide flowers if you want to give
them to someone from the fellowship. We have one volunteer willing to help organize receptions following memorial
services (we could use a second). We have a small group
who is going to organize small dinners in people’s homes to
help us know one another better. And, we have people
committed to attending our monthly potluck the first Wednesday of each month. Though committee meetings are
part of that, everyone is welcome to the potluck, and some
people come simply to make social connections.
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1 to 5 pm
1:30 to 2:30 pm, Radina’s Bakehouse
1 to 5 pm
1 to 5 pm
9:30 to 11:30 am, Radina’s Aggieville
1 to 5 pm
1:30 to 3:30 pm, Radina’s Aggieville
1 to 5 pm
1 to 5 pm
2:30 to 4:30 pm, Radina’s Bakehouse
1 to 5 pm
12:30 to 2:30 pm, Radina’s on the Hill

Contact Jonalu at 537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net. During
“out-of-office” hours drop into Radina’s for a chat. Oct 8-10,
Jonalu will be at the PSD Ministers’ Retreat, and Oct 22-24,
at a meeting of the Guidelines Committee of the continental
ministers’ association. She will be available by email and cell
phone, if necessary.

That’s only some of the needs and responses we talked
about. If you know of needs in the congregation--or have
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