
20201018 Congregational Meeting: Mission Statement and Action of Immediate Witness 

10-18-2020 

Members sign in using link in chat 

Need 44 people for quorum.  Do have quorum 

Marisa Larson Parliamentarian 

From Judy Nickelson:  Materials attached for Action of Immediate Witness 

From Les Loschky: Materials projected for Mission Statement  

From Rob Morrison:  Polls launched  

12:15 begin 

Rob Morrison calls meeting to order 

1. Mission Statement (Les) 
2. BLM 

Order: slide of proposed motion, poll on Zoom 

Les Loschsky:  

Shared screen: Word cloud.  

Reviewed steps we followed.  Needed to find something everyone would agree with.  Had 
discussion at service, questionnaire, standing statement: What liked most and least.  

Revised: What liked most and least.  Quite a few people responded.  

Also, included Key phrases they liked.  

Compared standing with new.  Broad consensus enjoyed old, but needed to be more succinct.  

Wanted to keep best part of original but boil it down to make more succinct.  

Proposed:  Motion to approve the proposed mission statement for adoption by UUFM as: “An 
evolving spiritual community acting for a better world”  

Les explained process.  Evolving spiritual community strongly liked in standing statement.  

A number of people liked better world.  Wanted to keep the parts most frequently mentioned 
from standing statement. Wanted to make statement succinct because standing statement 

long and wordy.  

Les stated:  Research on mission statements says it needs to be something that people can 
remember.  



Ie: “Acting for a better world” would look well  under our name on website.  

Les makes motion:  Proposed:  Motion to approve the proposed mission statement for 
adoption by UUFM as: “An evolving spiritual community acting for a better world”  

Rob DeLong  seconds (In chat) Rob Morrison also seconds on  

Anna asks for vote to be in the chat.  Votes: Aye 

Rob: Rob answers, or we can raise hands 

Larry: I think it’s pretty good, too 

Diane B: succinct and what we have been looking for  

(And more comments followed)  

Mark: This statement has been approved by the board 

 

Tom Phillips suggests: “A diverse and evolving...” 

Marisa: Moves to add diversity to the statement 

Gene seconds 

Rob:  Take a vote on the amendment. (stop to have Discussion on the amendment.)  

Diverse...not as diverse as we would like to be 

Jonalu:  mission is aspirational  

Comments extensive on diverse whether or not to use it. What is aspirational, vision or 

mission?  

Are diverse as more open then most groups, especially in LGBT families.  

The simplicity of the original is appealing. 

Will want to broaden our definition of diversity.  

Motion to end discussion and call the question 85% vote yes. Discussion closed.  

Rob Motion:  To approve the amendment of adding “diverse” to the proposed mission 

statement for adoption by UUFM as: “A diverse, evolving spiritual community action for a 
better world.” 

Vote: 12:55, 39 in favor, 14 opposed.  

Dick Beeman : wants “diverse and”  



Conversation is closed.  

Marisa adds: “diverse and” and “diverse,” mean the same thing.  

Motion:  Rob Morrison: Motion to approve the proposed mission statement as amended for 
adoption by UUFM as “A diverse, evolving spiritual community acting for a better world.”  

Poll results: Over 90% voted. 52 in favor, 3 opposed.  

Motion carries.  New Mission Statement: “A diverse, evolving spiritual community acting for 
a better world.”  

 

Action #2:  Action of Immediate Witness. Judy Nickelson. 

Judy Nickelson presents 2015 UUA statement with the following information (See below*)  

Judy:  I move that the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Manhattan affirm and adopt the 

2015 UUA Action of Immediate Witness to Support the Black Lives Matter Movement. 

Seconded. (Rob?) 

Discussion 1:04 

Consider other populations as we go forward.  (Need to state People of Color, there are 
many other populations who discriminated against.  Will not want to restate or edit the UUA 

statents. ) 

Christopher Renner:  Calls the question/ Betty Banner seconds.  

Poll: 90% voted, 53 in favor, 3 opposed.  The question is called.  

Motion to be approved:  I move that the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Manhattan 
affirm and adopt the 2015 UUA Action of Immediate Witness to Support the Black Lives 

Matter Movement. 

Second, Les Loschky 

90 voted, 53 in favor, 4 opposed.  Motion carries 

Rob concludes the meeting, thanking all who have participated.  

1:15 meeting adjourned.   

 

*Judy Nickelson presentation:  



Today, the Racial Justice Team, of which I am a member, are asking you to adopt or affirm the 
2015 UUA Action of Immediate Witness to support the Black Lives Matter movement.  

A little background on why we are asking this today.  Yes, this action to support Black Lives 

Matter was adopted by the UUA 5 years ago.  We are a bit behind as a congregation but 
members of UUFM have been doing this work for several years.  

Six UUFM members went through the "Beloved Conversations” training which is an 
“experiential curriculum that provides a space to re-form the brokenness of racism into new 

patterns of thought and behavior.”  Subsequently, these members formed a Racial Justice 

Team that has since grown in membership and welcomes new members. We meet monthly, 
have sponsored book studies, written letters to the editor, and continue to meet and 
cooperate with other community members working on issues of race and racial reconciliation.  

As a natural extension of our work with and support of the community, we want to display a 

Black Lives Matter banner on our premises as well as on our website.  In order to do that, the 
congregation must adopt a policy supporting BLM, such as the following UUA action.  

Support the Black Lives Matter Movement 

2015 Action of Immediate Witness 

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists strive for justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists have a goal of world community with peace, liberty, and 
justice for all; 

WHEREAS, allowing injustice to go unchallenged violates our principles; 

WHEREAS, the Black Lives Matter movement has gained powerful traction in conjunction with 
recent tragic events involving, in particular, police brutality and institutionalized racism that 
target the black community; 

WHEREAS, Tanisha Anderson, Rekia Boyd, Michael Brown, Miriam Carey, Michelle Cusseaux, 
Shelly Frey, Eric Garner, Freddie Gray, Trayvon Martin, Kayla Moore, Tamir Rice, and Tony 
Robinson are just a few names of people who were recently killed by the racism that exists in 
the United States today; 

WHEREAS, people of all ages and races are killed by law enforcement, yet black people ages 
20-24 are seven times more likely to be killed by law enforcement; 

WHEREAS, mass incarceration fueled by for-profit prisons and racially biased police practices 
drive the disproportionate imprisonment of black and brown Americans; 



WHEREAS, the school-to-prison pipeline is an urgent concern because 40% of students 
expelled from U.S. public schools are black and one out of three black men is incarcerated 
during his lifetime; and[1] 

WHEREAS, we must continue to support the Black Lives Matter movement and Black-led racial 
justice organizations; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association calls member congregations to action, to become closer to a just world 
community, and to prevent future incidents of this nature; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly urges member congregations to 
engage in intentional learning spaces to organize for racial justice with recognition of the 
interconnected nature of racism coupled with systems of oppression that impact people based 
on class, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability and language; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly encourages member congregations 
and all Unitarian Universalists to work toward police reform and prison abolition (which seeks 
to replace the current prison system with a system that is more just and equitable); and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 2015 General Assembly recognizes that the fight for civil 
rights and equality is as real today as it was decades ago and urges member congregations to 
take initiative in collaboration with local and national organizations fighting for racial justice 
against the harsh racist practices to which many black people are exposed. 

No matter who you are, black lives matter, and a system of fair, transformative, and 
restorative justice that is accountable to communities is something to which each of us has a 
right.  Unitarian Universalists and our greater society have the power to make this happen.  
Let’s do it! 

I move that the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Manhattan affirm and adopt the 2015 
UUA Action of Immediate Witness to Support the Black Lives Matter Movement. 

For photos of BLM banners at other UU congregations, see  
https://www.flickr.com/photos/standonthesideoflove/sets/72157650220602558/with/22012
400932/ 
 

For more information about the national  Black Lives Matter movement, see 

https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/ 

For more information on the local Black Lives Movement (BLM-MHK) visit their Facebook 

page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/555862211755222 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/standonthesideoflove/sets/72157650220602558/with/22012400932/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/standonthesideoflove/sets/72157650220602558/with/22012400932/
https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/555862211755222

