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MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
Hello, my name is Jessica Sievers, I use the pronouns she, her, 
and hers.  I am chairing your Ministerial Search Committee.  It is 
my honor to work with Molly McGaughey, Susan Rensing, Scott 
Tanona, Larry Weaver, Marisa Larson, and to have Lily Colburn as 
an alternate.  This committee was chosen from nominations and/or 
were Board-appointed to round out the representation of the 
committee.  The committee was unanimously approved by the 
congregation at the UUFM Annual Meeting in April of 2020.   
 

Since Reverend Jonalu is retiring this summer, we are in search of 
a minister.  Jonalu voluntarily reduced her full-time position to 
three-quarter time last year.  Jonalu has served our congregation 
as a developmental minister and previous ministers have been 
contract ministers.  And so, we are in search for a three-quarter 
time, “contract-to-call” minister (which entails a two-year contract 
with the option to call). 
 

Our hope is that a contract-to-call minister will love our congre-
gation, and Manhattan, as much as we do, and over a couple of 
years the feeling will be mutual and we can call the minister to 
stay longer.  
 

Over the winter, our committee spent many hours completing the 
Application for Ministerial Search with the assistance of our Board 
Chair, Rob Morrison.  In turn, we received a ministerial applicant. 
Our Search Committee held a two-hour interview with the appli--
cant via Zoom this May.  The committee made a unanimous re-
commendation to the Board in favor of the ministerial applicant. 
The Board supported offering to hire the applicant, and the 
applicant regrettably declined.  
 

What have I learned?  I am honored to work with, and proud of 
what this Ministerial Search Committee has accomplished during a 
pandemic.  We also gained experience and practice utilizing non-
binary terms like they, them, and their.  I feel our congregation 
can work toward being more inclusive for such individuals.  
 

Also, the staff at the UU Association has been supportive with 
presenting options as we continue our ministerial search.  They 
replied, “It may be time to start thinking about the most essential 
ministry functions you would like a minister to provide and wheth-
er you might be open to a virtual ministry.  Another possibility 
would be for a Targeted Ministry Program minister to work with 
the fellowship until the right match comes along for the contract 
ministry.” 
 

There is more work to do.  Your UUFM Ministerial Search Commit-
tee will keep you updated with our progress.  Please do not hesi-
tate to contact me if you have questions.  
 

                                Jessica Sievers, she/her/hers 

Contact Jessica at 785 532-8471 or sieversj@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
FAREWELL POTLUCK HONORING JONALU 
 
Please join us on Sunday, JULY 11, from 5 to 8 pm, at 
Long’s Park to say good-bye to Jonalu Johnstone and 
Jane Powell.  We will have a potluck and would like 
for you to bring a dish to share.  If you are not com-
fortable sharing a meal, we would love for you to 
come and join in the farewell.  Beverages and table 
wear will be provided.  Please bring lawn chairs if you 
are able to. 
 
 
A SPECIAL NOTE  
     FROM DESTINIE THOMAS AND LAURA LOTT 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REV JONALU JOHNSTONE’S SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday, June 1 - 8:30 to 10:30 am 
      Public Hall Coffee House 
Tuesday, June 1 - 1 to 5 pm 
Thursday, June 3 - 1 to 5 pm 
Tuesday, June 8 - 8:30 to 10:30 am 
      Public Hall Coffee House 
Tuesday, June 8 - 1 to 5 pm  
Thursday, June 10 - 1 to 5 pm 
Tuesday, June 22 - 8:30 to 10:30 am 
      Public Hall Coffee House 
Tuesday, June 22 - 1 to 5 pm 
Thursday, June 24 - 1 to 5 pm 
Tuesday, June 29 - 8:30 to 10:30 am 
      Public Hall Coffee House 
Tuesday, June 29 - 1 to 5 pm 
 

During office hours, contact Jonalu at the Fellowship at  
785 537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net.  During “out-of- 
office” hours find Jonalu in Public Hall’s outdoor seating for 
coffee and a chat.  On Saturday, June 5 and 12, 10 am to  
12 noon, Jonalu is available on Zoom, at uuma.zoom.us/ 
j/9797400824?pwd=WjNTUldoci9VWjNtMFNsNjBsMlZTZz09 
  
 

 


