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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A PEOPLE OF IMAGINATION? (from Soul Matters, adapted for UUFM)

Maybe our most important work is to re-imagine imagination.

Imagination’s great gift is improvement. At least that is what we're usually taught. The deep magic lies in the way
it can reshape our reality. We are urged to imagine the world we dream of. A world with more justice. More
peace. More love. From that, a mysterious magnetism arises, a magnetism that pulls our imperfect present into

an improved future. Imagination moves us forward. It makes us better.

Yet there’s a way in which this view of imagination impoverishes us. It steals the stage. Shuts out imagination’s

other precious gifts.

For instance, think of what happened when you got out of bed this morning. After a shower and a cup of coffee,
you didn't just pull on fresh clothes, you also pulled out a jewelry box and slipped on your grandmother’s ring. As
you slid it on your finger, she slid, not just into your memory, but into your day. Now, because of imagination,
you aren't just elegant; you're accompanied. Or how about that invisible friend of yours when you were a child?
Imagination made sure you didn't travel through those early years alone. It conjured up a loyal friend. Even
today, amidst the hustle and bustle of adult life, tell me you don't hear the guidance of ancestors and friends all

day long. It's all one giant reminder that imagination doesn't
just improve our lives, it populates it.

And illuminates it too. That’s right. Imagination isn't just a
force that drives us forward toward a more perfect future, it
also pulls the sacred into our impoverished present. Imagi-
nation is what transforms trees from potential firewood into
wise friends. Imagination is what moves us from lording over
the natural word to seeing ourselves as part of it. It gives the
world a soul. And not just the natural world, but the ordinary
world too. Through the lens of imagination, we perceive the
common as precious, even miraculous. The laughter of our
children becomes the sound of angels. Sunshine on our face
becomes a greater treasure than gold. Our “everyday” lives
are understood as amazing adventures and inexplicably lucky
gifts.

So friends, this month, do everything you can to soak in

the many messages of imagination. It's not just shouting,
“Improve the world!” It's also pleading, “Let the world come
alive!”
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JANUARY 2021 SUNDAY SERVICES

OUR THEME IN JANUARY EXPLORES
"WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A PEOPLE OF IMAGINATION?”

\_

JANUARY 3

JANUARY 10

JANUARY 17

JANUARY 24

JaNuArRY 31

“PAREIDOLIA"

Have you ever seen a face in the clouds, or a car front that looks like a car-
toon face? That is called “pareidolia.” Les Loschky, UUFM member and cog-
nitive psychologist, will talk about pareidolia as an example of the creativity of
the brain, and how it relates to creative problem solving in everyday life. Our
convener is Elke Lorenz at 785 218-4014 or elkelorenz9@gmail.com.

“IMAGINING A NEW WORLD: THE GREAT RESET"”

Rev Jonalu Johnstone reflects, “In the last year, we have found ourselves in un-
precedented circumstances, with astoundingly rapid changes to how we operate
in the world. The coronavirus and the political upheaval have led us some-
where we have never been. The increased reliance on technology for connec-
tion, the radical divisions created and reinforced by new forms of media, the
economic turmoil suffered in the wake of disease. The World Economic Forum
has suggested that now is a time for a radical economic reset that they call the
Great Reset. Can we reset our expectations and imagine a new world?” Our
convener is Sarah Desmet at 785 477-7673 or sarah.e.desmet@gmail.com.

“IMAGINING BELOVED COMMUNITY, AND LIVING INTO IT”

Rev Jonalu Johnstone speaks. In 1960, the Rev Dr Martin Luther King said,
“There is another element that must be present in our struggle that then makes
our resistance and nonviolence truly meaningful. That element is reconcilia-
tion. Our ultimate end must be the creation of the beloved community.” In the
sixty years since then, we have been unable to reconcile and create that Belov-
ed Community. Could it be a failure of imagination? What would it take to ima-
gine the Beloved Community into existence? Our convener is Rob Morrison at
480 861-1732 or william.robert.morrison@gmail.com.

“CREATIVITY AND WELL-BEING: GETTING IN THE FLow"”
Psychologist and artist Clive Fullagar transports us into the realm of creative in-
spiration. Imagine that you have become deeply immersed in a project that
captures your imagination and fully engages your attention. You are “in the
zone.” You have entered the state of “flow.” We have all experienced this at
some time or other. Clive has spent most of his academic career studying this
phenomenon. Dick Beeman, at 785 317-7576 or rbeeman@cox.net, convenes.

“SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS"

Join us to hear from three members of the Fellowship as they reflect on
creativity and spirituality in their lives. Our convener is Katie Kingery-Page at
785 341-5650 kingerypage@gmail.com.

There will be NO in-person attendance at Sunday services at this time.
Find a link and instructions to join us for lively and
well-attended VIRTUAL SERVICES on Zoom at uufim.net/zoom.

UU FELLOWSHIP OF MANHATTAN
PO Box 910
Manhattan, KS 66505
(785) 537-2349
office@uufm.net / www.uufm.net
REV JONALU JOHNSTONE, minister
revjonalu@uufm.net
RoB MORRISON, Board Chair
william.robert.morrison@gmail.com
SANDY NELSON, Director of Religious Ed
DRE@uufm.net
RENEA BROWN, Music Director
reneareasoner@gmail.com

SUNDAY SERVICES begin at 10:45 AM at
https://zoom.us/j/92604313401?pwd=0Xlye

W1RQO0I4U1cxQ1FpU0x2T1Zqdz09

Watch weekly announcements
as our COVID-19 response evolves.

——
Q

UUFMis a
WELCOMING CONGREGATION

Learn more about the Welcoming Congregation initiative at
www. uua.org/lgbtg/welcoming/program

LG
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ComiInG Up ...

The RACIAL JusTICE team gathers on
Sunday, JANUARY 10. Learn more on
page 6 of this newsletter.

Make MLK DAY a day on ... not a day
off. Find a link to events and service
projects on page 3.

Join our new Google Groups Email
List. Learn more on page 8.



JONALU’S JOURNAL -- REV JONALU JOHNSTONE

Never, ever has there been a year I was more ready to say
good-bye to than 2020!

There’s no need to review all that has been wrong about the
last year as we welcome 2021. Still, we have to recognize
that these divisions into years are human created and some-
what arbitrary. Cultural trends continue across datelines
without even hesitating.

After all, even though we have a vaccine, the pandemic is
not over. Though we will have a new US President this
month, political divisiveness has not died down. Racism re-
mains rampant, with increases in hate crimes and even mur-
ders. Authoritarianism remains a growing concern. And, it's
not just in the US. The trends are global. 2020 is coming to
an end, but the challenges are not.

I recently read an article
(https://theconversation.com/history-repeats-itself-thats-bad-
news-for-the-2020s-127116) dated January 2, 2020, nearly a
year ago, by David Baker, an expert in Big History, a multi-
disciplinary approach that examines the largest patterns in
history, from the Big Bang to future trends. Baker contends
that the 2020’s will likely be a time of decline, instability and
violence. He foresaw a slow downward trend, unless a trig-
ger event--which he saw only a low or moderate chance of--
kicked off a more concentrated period of violence. Could a
pandemic be a trigger event? Oh, yeah.

Any chance for avoiding these dread prospects? The only

chance Baker saw was through technological breakthrough.

“[T]nnovation,” he writes, “remains our best hope, and the

N I A f sooner it happens the better.
N

4

A
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So that's where this month’s
theme of imagination comes
in. Already, we have seen
wild, almost unimaginable,
innovation with the incredibly
rapid development of a
vaccine.

That’s not enough, though,
because the pandemic hasn't created all our problems. Many
of them it has simply unearthed. The administration coming
in may be equipped, because of its diversity, to yield imagi-
native solutions. And who knows what computer science and
technology may be able to come up?

The fix isn't all technological or governmental, though. What
innovations in thinking will it take to help us realize that race

and religion have too long divided us? What new
worldviews are required to address climate change?
If we are to do more than simply survive, how will we
do it?

I wish I had the answers, but this year, more than
any other, I have more questions than answers

See you on Zoom, JOI/LH L

Contact Jonalu at 405 627-3859 or
revjonalu@uutm.net. Read Jonalu's blog at
uufm.net/topic/minister-blog/

MLK, JrR DAY ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

Find a schedule of activities and service projects for
“a day on ... nota day off” at www.mhk-mlk.org/.
Email handson@ksu.edu with questions about the
Martin Luther King, Jr, Week of Service initiative.

REV JONALU JOHNSTONE'S
VIRTUAL OFFICE HOURS

Rev Jonalu Johnstone will be
available during virtual office hours
Tuesday, JANUARY 5, from 10 am to
12 noon, and from 3 to 5 pm, on
Tuesday, JANUARY 12 and 19, and
Thursday, JANUARY 7, 14, and

21. Log in anytime from 3 to 5, at
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/9797400824?pwd=
WiNTUIdociOVWINtMFENsNjBsMIZTZz09. Find a link at
uufm.net/contact-us. Or you can phone in by calling
669 900 6833. When you hear the recorded voice
say, "Welcome to Zoom. Please enter your meeting
1D followed by pound”dial 979 740 0824+#. Contact
Jonalu at 405 627-3859 or revjonalu@uufm.net
(emergencies only January 25 through 31).




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Finally. A new year.
REGISTER YOUR CHILD(REN)

January’s theme is “imagination” and I hope everyone is

ready to use theirs. Request a packet of at-home worship Remember, all children must be registered for the
and religious education materials if you haven't yet received 2020/2021 school year. Registration forms are available
yours. at http://form.jotform.us/form/51486475507160.

Our Saturday gatherings are taking a break as winter
weather seems to have settled in. Watch for updates as
spring approaches.

Did you miss the exciting Jingle Bells video for the
Christmas Eve service? Go to uufm.net/january-2021 and
click the link to watch it.

Happy New Year, Sawalg Nelsown

CHRISTMAS EVE 2020

THE LITTLEST CAROLERS AT OUR
Z00M CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

ZooM INTO RE! SHARE A ROUSING CHORUS
OF JINGLE BELLS.
Kids and parents are invited to check in with Sandy Nelson, SANDY HAS POSTED A LINK
from 10 and 10:30 am, before Sunday services. Log in at SO THAT YOU CAN WATCH
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/48498543102pwd=TDhOZ1RRbG THIS HOLIDAY MOMENT AT

UUFM.NET/JANUARY-2021.

pOU1psZGIPSVEzcnNadz09. Meeting ID is 484 985 4310.
If you're asked for a password, use 024920. Learn more
from Sandy at 785 341-0135 or DRE@uufm.net.

— ——

DRE’s SCHEDULE
BooK LENDING

Sandy will be available on Zoom during virtual office

Sandy announces, “I am blessed to live in a house with many hours TuespAYs and THURSDAYS, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm.
books. If you're tired of digital media and the library is still Call Sandy at 785 341-0135 to arrange a video chat.
not easily accessible, I've got some to lend.” View the list at

https://bit.ly/2S890QBL.




ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS - cvenrs are oren 10 4L

The WOMEN's COFFEE group meets on Zoom MONDAYS and
THURSDAYS at 9:30 am. Join us for morning coffee and
conversation. Contact Jane Pelletier at 785 537-0954 or
mjanepelletier@gmail.com, for an invitation.

The MEN's LUNCH group meets virtually EVERY WEDNESDAY,
at 12 noon. If you would like an invitation to this Zoom
gathering, please contact Kathleen Oldfather at
785 537-3738 or kjoldfather@gmail.com.

Join Harriette Janke for DINNER HOUR CONVERSATION 0N
Zoom, THURSDAYS, from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. If you'd like to
attend, contact Harriette at 785 539-0865 or
harriettejanke@gmail.com.

The UUFM Book DIscussION GROUP meets Friday, JANUARY
29, at 10 am. Currently we are meeting on Zoom. We
welcome new members. Learn more from Lorrie Cross at
785 539-7883 or Imcross@kansas.net. To request a
Zoom invitation, contact Susan Adamchak at
sadamchak@kansas.net.

JOIN A CHALICE CIRCLE!

Would you like to explore our monthly themes more deeply?
Would you like to get to know a small group of UU’s more
closely? Perhaps, you'd like to explore our themes through a
lens of racial justice.

Chalice Circles give an opportunity to grow in both intimacy and
ultimacy, connecting with individual people so you know them
and are known by them, and connecting with what is most ul-
timate, most holy in your own life. Chalice Circles are small
groups (up to 8 or 9 people) who meet together, at this point
via Zoom, once a month, exploring the same themes that we
are highlighting during worship. There’s a packet that everyone
is given that they engage with on their own prior to the meeting
(we understand that everyone has lives and limited time to
devote!). Included are spiritual exercises and questions that
we talk about, listening deeply to one another’s experience.

We have three Chalice Circles that explore the themes in gener-
al. We've also added a group that explores themes through a
racial justice lens. Groups meet at different times the 3rd or
4th week of the month.

If you'd like to know more or want to sign up, contact Rev
Jonalu Johnstone, revjonalu@uufm.net; Jessica Sievers,
sieversji@gmail.com; Elke Lorenz, elkelorenz9@gmail.com;
Susan Adamchak, sadamchak@kansas.net; or Judy
Nickelson, judynickelson@gmail.com.

SocIAL ACTION NEws

HELPING HANDS

In January, Helping Hands contributions will be col-
lected for UFM’s PRO3JECT EXCELL, providing a college-
like experience for developmentally delayed adults.
Learn more at tryufm.org/project-excell/.

In December, Fellowshijp members and friends gave
Sunday morning collections to the Riley County Hu-
mane Society. THANK You for your generous donations!

While we meet virtually, our Helping Hands recipients
need the annual contributions our congregation pro-
vides more than ever. Donate on-line to Helping
Hands, or give to UUFM'’s General Operating fund, at
uufm.net/donate/.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

2

Equal Exchange whole bean, ® 00’
ground, and decaf coffees, and chocolate and tea are still
available for purchase from Anne Cowan, who has stock
available at home. Contact Anne at 785 537-2025 or
anne cowan@sbcglobal.net.

Equal Exchange works in collaboration with the Unitar-
fan Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), following the
standards and principles of fair trade on 100 percent of
/ts products.

UUFM BLESSING Box

UUFM is sponsoring a BLESSING
Box and L1TTLE FREE LIBRARY at
Wonder Workshop. Doug Walter
reports our box has received not-
ably increasing demand, especial-
ly in the past few weeks. To contribute shelf-stable food,
cleaning and hygiene products, or childrens’ and youth
books, contact Doug at kbsi@cox.net. Or, drop by
Wonder Workshop, at 506 S 4th Street, and stock the
boxes with your items. The boxes are for people to take
what they need and leave what they can. You can
donate funds to help support the boxes at
uufm.net/donate/.

RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM MTG

The UUFM Racial Justice team gathers on Sunday,
JANUARY 10, at 4 pm, to continue our exploration of the
UUA Commission on Institutional Change’s final report,
Widening the Circle of Concern. Find details and future
meeting dates on page 6 of this newsletter.




CHRISTMAS AT MEST

Thank you, all members and friends of UUFM who donat-
ed to the Manhattan Emergency Shelter Christmas fund
through our Helping Hands collection in November. Your
donations of $676 bought 30 nice gifts for guests of
MESI. Judy Nickelson and Deirdre Greeley shopped for,
and delivered, gifts and gift wrap to MESI on December
17. Your generosity brings joy and hope to many this
holiday season.

UUFM RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM

The UUFM Racial Justice Team has committed itself to
studying the UUA Commission on Institutional Change’s
final report, Widening the Circle of Concern. This means
meeting more often than we usually do. Since we have
endorsed Black Lives Matter, this seems a good next step
to understanding the changes we may have to make in
order to become more antiracist and multicultural. We
welcome anyone in the congregation to join us.

We meet at 4 pm on Sundays, on scheduled dates seen
below.

JANUARY 10 - Session 3, Congregations and Communities
JANUARY 24 — Session 4, Hospitality and Inclusion
FEBRUARY 7 — Session 5, Living Our Values in the World
FEBRUARY 21 — Session 6, Religious Professionals
MARCH 7 — Session 7, Educating for Liberation
MARCH 21 — Session 8, Innovations and Risk-Taking
APRIL 4 — Session 9, Restoration and Reparations
APRIL 18 — Session 10, Accountability and Resources
May 2 — Session 11, Where Do we Go from Here?

Currently, we are meeting on Zoom. Log in at
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/9797400824?pwd=WjiNTUIdoci9V
WiNtMFNsNjBsMIZTZz09. The meeting ID is 979 740
0824. The password is zeandale. Learn more from Jonalu
Johnstone at revijonalu@uufm.net.

H 2 2
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CHRISTMAS EVE 2020

SOME SELECTED MOMENTS FROM OUR

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE, WHICH INCLUDED

MUSIC, READINGS, AND REFLECTIONS.
VIEW THE ENTIRE SERVICE AT

YOUTU.BE/Q8UFLARRDKE.




MINISTERIAL SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
THIS REPORT ORIGINALLY APPEARED IN THE DEC 2020 EpITION OF THE UUFM VoOICE

Since Rev Jonalu is retiring in August of 2021, we are in search of a minister. In an effort to be fully transparent
with our congregation, and on behalf of the Ministerial Search Committee, I would like to apprise you of some
changes.

First and foremost, the type of search for a minister has changed. Originally, we were in search for a three-
quarter time “settled” minister. Note that Rev Jonalu voluntarily reduced her full-time position to three-quarter
time this past year. From the Annual Meeting minutes, April 26, 2020: “Settled ministry is different from any
ministry we've had before. Jonalu is a developmental minister and previous ministers have been contract
ministers. Settled ministry is a long-term commitment between congregation and minister and therefore is a
more involved process.” At that meeting we voted to invest around $15,000 in the ministerial candidate. This
would cover travel expenses and hosting the candidate for a week of getting to know them, and them being
introduced to the congregation and the Manhattan area.

Enter coronavirus pandemic. Full disclosure: I have not been my best, and I have struggled. I reached out to
the UUA Transitions Program Manager Christine Purcell, for help with our settled ministry search. She said we
are not the only ones struggling; half of the almost 50 congregations have dropped out of settled search. The
good news is, Christine made the recommendation that we apply for a “contract-to-call” minister (a short-term
contract with the option to call). I discussed this with the Ministerial Search Committee, and invited Christine to
a Zoom Q&A with the Board.

|II

With support from the UUA, Ministerial Search Committee, and Board, moving forward with a “contract-to-cal
search makes the most sense during these uncertain times. Currently, a ministerial candidate will not be able to
travel and stay a week to get to know us, and us them. Instead, getting acquainted will occur virtually. While
this would save us a large expense, it does not seem fair to anyone in this situation to commit to a long-term
settled minister position. Our hope is that a contract-to-call minister will love our congregation, and Manhattan,
as much as we do, and over a couple of years the feeling will be mutual and we can call the minister to stay
longer.

Who are your Ministerial Search Committee members? I, Jessica Sievers, am your chair. It is my honor to work
with Molly McGaughey, Susan Rensing, Scott Tanona, Larry Weaver, Marisa Larson, and to have Lily Colburn for
an alternate. This committee was chosen from nominations provided by Fellowship members and/or Board-
appointed to round out the representation of the committee. The committee was unanimously approved by the
congregation at the Annual April meeting.

The committee’s goal is to uphold the best interest of our beloved congregation. Look for more updates in the
future. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions about this process. I may
be reached at 785 532-8471 or sieversj@gmail.com.

Sincerely, __)ess'wa sievers, Ministerial Search Committee Chair

UUFM MINISTERS OVER THE YEARS

LEFT TO RIGHT:

REV DAVID GRIMM WAS CALLED TO
SERVE OUR FELLOWSHIP AND THE UU
FELLOWSHIP OF TOPEKA IN 1993.

REV MICHAEL NELSON
BECAME OUR MINISTER IN 2005,

AND REV JONALU JOHNSTONE
JOINED US IN 2015.




BUILDING USE AND SCHEDULING

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

The UUFM building is now available to
reserve, with limited group size, length of
use, and the expectation that those using
the building will practice reasonable social
distancing and cleaning following use.
Please contact Susan Turner to schedule
your meeting space, at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net.

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for submissions to the
January edition of 7he UUFM Voiceis
Friday, JANUARY 15. Submissions re-
ceived later may not be included in the
newsletter. If your group is meeting in a
new way during the pandemic, please let
us know so that we can pass this infor-
mation on to other members and friends
who may want to participate. Send your
newsletter contributions to Susan Turner
at 785 537-2349 or office@uufm.net.

ADMINISTRATOR'S VIRTUAL HOURS

Contact Fellowship administrator Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net to UPDATE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS, PHONE, Or EMAIL, Of
to CANCEL YOUR SUBSCRIPTION to this newsletter. You may also contact
Susan to learn how to join our private COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS
FACEBOOK group.

If you've considered BECOMING A MEMBER of UUFM, ask Welcoming chair
Shirley Hobrock at 785 776-3175 or shirleyjhobrock@hotmail.com, or
Jonalu Johnstone at 785 537-2349 or revjonalu@uufm.net.

Fellowship members may receive UU WORLD MAGAZINE, without cost.
An audio version of UU World is available for those with vision or read-
ing difficulties. To subscribe, contact Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net. Read WU World online at www.uuworld.org.

Join in discussions of interest; receive information on community events,
and last-minute updates and announcements on our UUFM EMAIL LIST.
Contact Susan Turner at office@uufm.net to subscribe.

Consider the convenience of ELECTRONIC GIVING. UUFM relies on the
financial support of our congregation and automatic monthly contribu-
tions offer a simple and easy way to give on a regular basis. Learn
more from Fellowship bookkeeper Sandy Nelson at 785 341-0135 or
sandralounelson@yahoo.com. You can also make pledge payments,
contribute to our General Operating fund, or give to our Helping Hands
recipient directly, at uufm.net/donate. 7hank you!

SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please contact fellowship administrator Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net, ~NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY EVENING With announce-
ments and information for inclusion in slides displayed before virtual
Sunday morning services, from 10:30 to 10:45 am.

CARING FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Office Administrator Susan Turner will be
available during virtual office hours from 3
to 5 pm, on SATURDAYS in January. If you
haven't already done so, download Zoom
at https://zoom.us, then log in at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85495266852
any time between 3 and 5 pm. The
meeting ID is 854 9526 6825. Contact
Susan at any time at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net.

Providing support to one another is one of the most important things we
do as religious community. Our Caring Team is ready to support you, or
help you in supporting others. If you're sick and could use someone to
do errands, or can use any kind of assistance or support, please let us
know at 785 537-2349 or office@uufm.net.

PARTICIPATE IN VIRTUAL MEETINGS AND SERVICES

Join us from home to participate in virtual Sunday services. We begin
announcements at 10:30 am. The service follows at 10:45 am. First,
download Zoom at https://zoom.us, then click into the Sunday service at
https://zoom.us/j/92604313401 ?pwd=0XlyeW1RQ0I4U1cxQ1FpUOx2TIZ
qdz09. Or call 346 248 7799 to listen on your phone. Meeting ID is 926
0431 3401, and password is zeandale. Find helpful hints and clickable
links at uufm.net/zoom/.

-8-
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