OUR SEPTEMBER SOUL MATTERS THEME EXPLORES
EMBRACING POSSIBILITY ...

Of all our themes this year, Embracing Possibility is arguably most central to our faith. It has distinguished Unitarian
Universalists from the start. Historically, when others saw depravity and sin at the core of human identity, we saw
potential. When many were preaching that this world was fallen, we fell in love with the possibility of heaven on earth.
Theologically, you might say we were the people who believed that God hadn't given up on us and so we shouldn't give up
on each other or this world. Psychologically, it's led to us being a people of “why not?” Why not give people another
chance? Why not fight what seems a losing battle? Why not risk a little failure?

So that's our religion. But what about us personally? How open have you been recently to “Why not?” How’s your faith in
possibility doing? As we honor our religion’s faith in what's possible, we need to allow space for the reality that trusting
possibility isn't so easy for many of us. Here's how one Soul Matters member puts the challenge:

"When I think of possibility, I think of all the people and opportunities we close the door on. Such as: T will never
see eye to eye with my sister.” 'I couldn’t possibly leave this job to start my own business.’ I will never have close
friends like I had where I used to live.” T will never really make a difference, so why bother?”

We tell ourselves so many small stories about who we and others are. So many tiny tales of what the world could be. Part
of it has to do with real life defeats. But often a bigger part of it is about imagined fear and protecting ourselves. There’s
comfort in convincing yourself that the effort is hopeless; that way you don't have to try and risk failure, hurt or
disappointment, yet again.

All of which is to say that maybe Embracing Possibility has more to do with
being a people of vulnerability and courage than we've thought. The work
isn't just about believing in possibility. It's about being willing to endure a few
wounds along the way. It can hurt to be hopeful.

So maybe the question this month isn't “Are you ready to lean into possibility?”
but, “"Who's beside you and who are you bringing along?” “Who have you gath-
ered to patch and pick you up when the path gets bumpy?” Whose faith can
you lean on when yours grows dim? After all, no one makes it down the road
of possibility alone.

And perhaps that’s the real secret: remembering that “Why not?” is something
we all have to say and sing together. It's not a solo act. For it to sink in--and
better yet take flight--it needs to be at least a duet. Of course, a quartet is even
better. And just imagine what we might pull off if we can gather a choir, all sin-




s

SEPTEMBER 2021 SUNDAY SERVICES

OUR SoUL MATTERS THEME IN SEPTEMBER EXPLORES
EMBRACING POSSIBILITY

SEPTEMBER 5 “ON COMING BACK, STRONG”

Rev Dr Marian Stewart serves the First Unitarian Universalist Church of
Columbus, Ohio. It's been a long time coming. We've waited to re-gather in
full strength. And now, here we are. On the cusp ... of waiting ... again.
Some of us feel angry, others are scared, and most of us are disappointed.
Even so, we are resilient. And therein lies our hope, our strength, our ground-
ing. In adaptive and creative ways, we are coming back. Strong. Our con-
vener is Sarah Desmet, at 785 477-7673 or sarah.e.desmet@gmail.com.

SEPTEMBER 12 “STATE OF THE FELLOWSHIP AND ITS POSSIBILITIES”

Board Chair Judy Nickelson will be joined by other Board members to address
The Awesome Possibilities we are looking forward to at UUFM. You will learn
more about what we face in the near future in ministry, finances, outreach, re-
ligious education and other areas of interest. Our convener is Tom Phillips at
405 880-6483 or twpl@ksu.edu.

Following the September 12 service, at about 12 noon, the UUFM Board has
called an important CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (o present a Board and Minister-
lal Search Committee recommended ministerial candidate. The congregation
will be asked to vote on calling the proposed candidate. Members may attend
in person, or on Zoom. Find more information on page 2 of this newsletter.

SEPTEMBER 19 "“To KEep ALIVE ANOTHER NARRATIVE"”

Rev Jill Jarvis of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lawrence. If Unitar-
ian Universalists are people of faith ... Is “faith” really a belief in that which can't
be proven? Yes! It's an acknowledgement of the possibilities that exist, firmly
grounded in the experiences of our lives and of human history. We live in the
tension of very real polarities: As individuals, we control almost nothing. And
everything we do matters to the future of the world. Join us as we explore
these incredible possibilities in September's month of the possible. Rob
Morrison, at 480 861-1732 or william.robert.morrison@gmail.com, convenes.

SEPTEMBER 26 MusiIcALE XX

It's time for our twentieth annual Musicale celebration! Music Director Renea
Brown showcases the talents of members and friends, new and familiar. All
ages are encouraged to join us for this musical morning. Start making plans
now, and schedule your performance with Music Director Renea Brown at
reneareasoner@gmail.com. Our convener is Michael Oldfather at 785 785-3738
or mou812@ksu.edu.

UU FELLOWSHIP OF MANHATTAN
PO Box 910
Manhattan, KS 66505
(785) 537-2349
office@uufm.net / uufm.net

Jupby NICKELSON, Board Chair
judynickelson@gmail.com

SANDY NELSON, Director of Religious Ed
DRE@uufm.net
RENEA BROWN, Music Director
reneareasoner@gmail.com

SUNDAY SERVICES begin at 10:45 AM at
https://zoom.us/j/92604313401?pwd=0Xlye

W1RQ0I4U1cxQ1FpU0x2T1Zqdz09

or, join us at the Fellowship building,
at 481 ZEANDALE ROAD.

MASKS ARE REQUIRED for everyone older
than 4, regardless of vaccination status.

UUFMis a
WELCOMING CONGREGATION

Learn more about the Welcoming Congregation initiative at
www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming/program
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ComiInG Up ...

Join in our annual Fall WoRrk DAY,
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 18. Learn
more on page 5 of this newsletter.

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be
held on Sunday, SEPTEMBER 12.
More on page 2.

Help staff our table at PURPLE POWER
PLAY on Friday, SEPTEMBER 10.
Details on page 7.



BOARD REPORT, FROM OUR CHAIR JUDY NICKELSON

Our August Board Meeting doubled as our annual Board
Retreat. We discussed the updated Human Resources Policy
at length, needed to seek some clarification from the UUA,
and hope to approve it finally in September.

UUFM finances ended on a high note for fiscal year 20-21
with net income being higher than expected and a good
ending balance in cash as well
as investments. We paid a bit
over $20,000 for the masonry
work on the outside of the
building in July and we will be
replacing the door and the
flooring in the Alsop room
soon.

During our retreat, we spent
some time talking about our personal and board strengths as
defined by the Clifton Strengths Assessment. Interestingly,
as a group, the Board is very high in strategic thinking skills,
good in relationship building, but not so high in executing
and influencing skills. But we now know who to call on to
follow through with specific tasks.

We spent the rest of our time looking at the possibilities of
what our fellowship could be and do in the future, keeping in
mind our recent mission and vision statements. I will be
bringing you a message from the Board on Sunday,
September 12, so plan to tune in or travel to the Fellowship
in person that Sunday.

My best to you!
Judg

Contact Board Chair Judy Nickelson at 785 304-0086 or
judynickelson@gmail.com.

SocIAL JusTICcE / ANTI-RACISM RESOURCES

Find a list of social justice and anti-racism resources

at uufm.net/social-action-2/social-action-resources/. If you
would like to suggest resources to add to the list, or have
questions, please contact Marisa Larson at
marisa.larson@gmail.com.

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Board Chair Judy Nickelson shares an important
announcement:

The UUFM Board of Directors has called a special
congregational meeting for Sunday, SEPTEMBER

12. The meeting will be held at 12 pm, immediately
following the Sunday service.

We have a candidate for the open ministerial
position at UUFM. Until they have informed their
current employer of their intentions, we cannot
divulge any more information. But information about
the candidate will be released as soon as possible.

Please try to attend this meeting, either in person or
on Zoom. It is very important to the life of the
Fellowship.

Members are urged to attend and vote at this
meeting, and friends are invited to observe the
meeting, either in-person at the Fellowship building,
or on Zoom.

Members attending in person must sign the sign-in
sheet before the meeting begins. Those attending
virtually on Zoom, should go to
uufm.net/calendar/congregational-mtg-6/ to find links
to on-line sign-in, and the meeting, which will be at
our usual Sunday morning service link.

AFGHAN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT EFFORT

There is a community-wide effort to help resettle the
Afghan refugees coming to Manhattan. We don't
know when or how many for sure but they will need
everything to set up housekeeping as they come with
nothing. If you have something to donate, or can
pledge some financial help, or provide any other
service, please fill out this form, at
https://forms.gle/yIJmEbsiWgmskbknG8




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

SEPTEMBER RE

THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL HAS COME AND GONE. With the new REGISTER YOUR CHILD(REN)
school year, new joys and worries have likely arrived as
well. As the Religious Education leader for our UU com-
munity, I'd like your input on how to navigate the path
ahead for the coming weeks, months, year ...

Remember, all children must be registered for the
2021/2022 school year. Registration forms are available
at http://form.jotform.us/form/51486475507160.

Basically, I'm looking for information on what your family
needs and wants in its RE program. Our options are many:
in-person RE, online RE, at-home RE packets/projects, non-
Sunday gathering, Youth Group, OWL class, parent night
out, parent day out ... You get the picture.

I've heard that it's impossible to be all things for all people,
but I'd sure like to try to be all that is possible.

Please complete the short survey at:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1511A3aX0x04podQ18cSly
V_oUZzHDriJ MkP41w AyA/edit and help create our path
together.

Thank you, Sm/bdg

Learn more from Director of Religious Education Sandy
Nelson at 785 341-0135 or DRE@uufm.net.

NURSERY STAFF
Are you or someone you know looking for a part-time KATHY AND DAN Swenson
position? We are looking for one or two people to help staff HELP STUDENTS CREATE

. THEIR OW
the nursery. It's just two hours a week each Sunday. N BIRDHOUSES

IN MAR

Please contact Sandy for details at 785 341-0135 or 112018
dre@uufm.net.

DRE’s SCHEDULE
FALL CLASSES Sandy will be available in the Fellowship office on

TuespAYs and THURSDAYS, from 3:30 to 4:30 pm. She
Do you have an interest in engaging with our youth in a new will not be available Tuesday, September 14, or
way? Leading a class is a wonderful opportunity for both you Thursday, September 16.

and them! Please contact Sandy so we can start a conversa-

. Contact Sandy at 785 341-0135 or dre@uufm.net.
tion, at 785 341-0135 or dre@uufm.net.



ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS - cvenrs are oren 10 41L

The UU CofFree GROUP meets on Zoom THURSDAYS at 9:30
am. Join us for morning coffee and conversation. Contact
Jane Pelletier at 785 537-0954 or
mjanepelletier@gmail.com, for an invitation.

The Wednesday LUUNCH BUUNCH meets virtually EVERY
WEDNESDAY, at 12 noon. If you would like an invitation to
this Zoom gathering, please contact Kathleen Oldfather at
785 537-3738 or kjoldfather@gmail.com.

The UUFM Book D1scussioN GRouP meets Friday,
SEPTEMBER 24, at 10 am. Currently we are meeting on
Zoom. Learn more from Lorrie Cross at 785 539-7883 or
Imcross@kansas.net. To request a Zoom invitation,
contact Susan Adamchak at sadamchak@kansas.net.

BEER AND THEOLOGY

Join us for Beer and Theology, on Friday, SEPTEMBER 3, at 7
pm. Chris Bailey hosts an outdoor event, and invites you to
bring your chairs and your attitude. Contact Chris for
location and more information at 785 341-8997 or
meadbailey@gmail.com.

FALL WORK DAY

(

Once again, Fellowship members
and friends gather together to
complete maintenance and
chores around the Fellowship /255> 4 %
- . A
building and grounds. Join us on
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 18, at
9 am, at the Fellowship. Although we won't hold our usual
potluck lunch at 12 noon, participants are invited to bring a
sack lunch or snack, which we can enjoy together after a
morning of accomplishment.
é ' i Bring your work gloves. It's
{ f//\"c mostly outdoor work, but we'll
/ _\,\33 be laying new tile in the Alsop
room, as well. Contact Lindsay
Smith at 785 776-9224 or
lindsaysmith1959@gmail.com,
to learn more.

SocIAL ACTION NEws

HELPING HANDS

In SEPTEMBER, Helping Hands contributions will be col-
lected for SUNFLOWER CASA Pro3ect (Court-Appointed
Special Advocates). CASA volunteers speak exclusively
for the child’s best interests in court proceedings.
Learn more at www.sunflowercasa.org.

In August, Fellowship members and friends contributed
Sunday morning collections to the Flint Hills Community
Clinic. THANK You all for your generous donations!

Donate on-line to Helping Hands, or give to UUFM'’s
General Operating fund, at uufm.net/donate/.

FAIR TRADE COFFEE

)
Equal Exchange whole bean, Pe”
ground, and decaf coffees, and chocolate and tea are
available for purchase at the Fellowship on Sundays.
Learn more from Anne Cowan at 785 340-5001 or
anne cowan@sbcglobal.net.

Equal Exchange works in collaboration with the Unitar-
fan Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), following the
standards and principles of fair trade on 100 percent of
fts products.

UUFM BLESSING Box

UUFM is sponsoring a BLESSING
Box and L1TTLE FREE LIBRARY at
Wonder Workshop. Doug Walter
reports our box has received nota-
bly increasing demand, especial-ly
in the past few weeks. To contribute shelf-stable food,
cleaning and hygiene products, or childrens’ and youth
books, contact Doug at kbsi@cox.net. Or, drop by
Wonder Workshop, at 506 S 4th Street, and stock the
boxes with your items. The boxes are for people to take
what they need and leave what they can. You can
donate funds to help support the boxes at
uufm.net/donate/.

SocCIAL JUSTICE / ANTI-RACISM RESOURCES

Check out the new list of social justice/anti-racism
resources at uufm.net/social-action-2/social-action-
resources/. If you would like to suggest resources to add
to the list, or have questions, please contact Marisa
Larson at marisa.larson@gmail.com.




JuLy 2021 HELPING HANDS CONTRIBUTIONS

In July, our Helping Hands recipient was The Guardians. Members’ and friends’
gifts to our Sunday offertory collection during July totaled over $400! 7HAnk YOU
EVERYONE, for your support of local and regional non-profits through the UUFM
Helping Hands program. This month in September, you can give to our current
Helping Hands organization, the Sunflower CASA Project, at uufm.net/donate/.
(Learn more in “Helping Hands,” top right on this page.)

THE RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM RECOMMENDS ...

Each month, the UUFM Racial Justice Team recommends books, movies,
podcasts and other resources to educate ourselves about race and justice.

Our September recommendations:

e https://www.gcir.org/news/safe-haven-afghans-and-haitians-crisis
WessiTe: This month, racial justice team member Marisa Larson would like
to share information on the plight of refugees. Her friend, Marissa Tirona,
[s president of the Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees.
Here is a page with information on how to learn more about and help
refugees, particularly from Afghanistan and Haiti,

o https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/30/opinion/ezra-klein-podcast-ta-nehisi-
coates-nikole-hannah-jones.html
Popcast: Kathy Swenson recommends this podcast conversation between
Ezra Klein, Nikole Hannah-Jones and Ta-Nehisi Coates on what's really
behind the backiash to the 1619 Project.

¢ View the team’s previous recommendations at uufm.net/topic/social-action.

If you have a recommendation, you can send it to Marisa Larson at
marisa.larson@gmail.com.

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR FELLOWSHIP

If you've been considering becoming a member of UUFM, you may wish
to view a list of readings and videos to expand your knowledge and
understanding of Unitarian Universalism and our Fellowship. Visit
uufm.net/exploring-membership, to find links, and information of interest
to all. If you have questions, or would like to learn more about member-
ship, contact Membership Chair Shirley Hobrock at 785 776-3175 or
shirleyhobrock2 @gmail.com.

The UUFM Music Committee
invites members, friends, and guests

to the 20th annual UUFM

usicale >

on

Sunday, September 26

Come join in our celebration, as Fellowship members
and friends share some of our many musical talents!

Now is the time to schedule your performance)
Learn more from UUFM Music Director Renea Brown
at 785 209-2886 or reneareasoner@gmail.com




UUFM is going to have a table at Purple Power Play,
Friday, September 10, from 4 to 9 pm,
at Blue Earth Plaza.

We need volunteers to help staff the table that day.
We especially need help putting up and tearing down the tent!

Learn more from Marisa Larson
at marisa.larson@gmail.com.

;ZL. Join us at the Fellowship for
{h * Fall Work Day
on Saturday, Scptcmbcr 18, at 9 am

Hclp maintain our shared building an grounds. /-\
Most]y outdoor worlc, but we'll also
be insta"ins Hoor tile in the Alsop room.

Learn more from Facilities Chair

Lindsay Smith at |in5da35mit|'|l959®gnai|.oom.

It’s time to start Planning for

our annual

Ho/iday
Cratt and Bake Sale

Sunday, December 12,
at UUFM.

Learn how you can donate your crafts
and I'molidag food treats,

or Find out how you can hclP n othcr ways,

from bctty Banner at bcttybanncr@gmail.com.
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COFFEE AND GREETING TEAMS

Sept 5: Les Loschky, Harriette Janke,
and Diane Barker

Sept 12: Chris Bailey, Betty Banner,
and Judy Exdell

Sept 19: Sylvia and Dick Beeman,
and Lindsay Smith

Sept 26: Jessica Sievers, Deirdre Greeley,
and Taryn Warner

As we resume in-person attendance at
Sunday services, our coffee and greeting
teams are springing back into action.
Learn more about coffee and greeting vol-
unteers from Shirley Hobrock at 785 776-
3175 or shirleyhobrock2 @gmail.com.

BUILDING USE AND SCHEDULING

HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

The UUFM building is now available to
reserve, with limited group size, length of
use, and the expectation that those using
the building will practice reasonable social
distancing and cleaning following use.
Please contact Susan Turner to schedule
your meeting space, at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net.

Administrator's Schedule
Thursday, Sept 2- 12to5pm
Tuesday, Sept 7- 12to5pm
Thursday, Sept 9- 12to5pm
Monday, Sept 13- 12to5pm
Tuesday, Sept 14- 12to5pm
Monday, Sept 20- 12to5pm
Tuesday, Sept 21- 12to5pm
Thursday, Sept 23 - 12to 5 pm
Monday, Sept 27 - 12to5pm
Tuesday, Sept 28 - 12to 5 pm
Thursday, Sept 30- 12to 5 pm

Drop in at the Fellowship during Susan

Turner’s office hours or call 785 537-2349.

She may be reached at any time at
office@uufm.net.

Contact Fellowship administrator Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net to UPDATE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS, PHONE, Or EMAIL, Of
to CANCEL YOUR SUBSCRIPTION to this newsletter. You may also contact
Susan to learn how to join our private COFFEE AND CONVERSATIONS
FACEBOOK group.

If you are considering BECOMING A MEMBER of UUFM, learn more from our
Welcoming chair Shirley Hobrock at shirleyjhobrock@hotmail.com or
785 776-3175.

Fellowship members may receive UU WORLD MAGAZINE, without cost.
An audio version of UU World is available for those with vision or read-
ing difficulties. To subscribe, contact Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net. Everyone can read UU World articles online at
www.uuworld.org.

Join in discussions of interest; receive information on community events,
and last-minute updates and announcements on our UUFM EMAIL LIST.
Contact Susan Turner at office@uufm.net to subscribe.

Consider the convenience of ELECTRONIC GIVING. UUFM relies on the
financial support of our congregation and automatic monthly contribu-
tions offer a simple and easy way to give on a regular basis. Learn
more from Fellowship bookkeeper Sandy Nelson at 785 341-0135 or
sandralounelson@yahoo.com. You can also make pledge payments,
contribute to our General Operating fund, or give to our Helping Hands
recipient directly, at uufm.net/donate. 7hank you!

SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please contact fellowship administrator Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or
office@uufm.net, ~NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY EVENING With announce-
ments and information for inclusion in slides displayed before our virtual
Sunday morning service begins at 10:45 am.

CARING FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

Providing support to one another is one of the most important things we
do as religious community. Our Caring Team is ready to support you, or
help you in supporting others. If you're sick and could use someone to
do errands, or can use any kind of assistance or support, please let us
know at 785 537-2349 or office@uufm.net.

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

The deadline for submissions to the August edition of 7he UUFM Voice is
Wednesday, SEPTEMBER 15. Submissions received later may not be
included in the newsletter. If your group is beginning in-person
meeting, now that vaccinations are widely available, please let us know
so that we can pass this information on to other members and friends
who may want to participate. Send your newsletter contributions to
Susan Turner at 785 537-2349 or office@uufm.net.

-8-



10:45 AM SUNDAY SERVICE
On Coming Back, Strong
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